
The Upton  
Farmlands







What are the Upton Farmlands?

Approximately 140 acres (three and a half times the size of Victoria Park) 
located just east of the North River Causeway, divided by the Trans Canada 
Highway, at the entrance to Charlottetown. 

1752 Census shows 7 Acadian Homesteads on the property. 

Former Agriculture Canada Experimental Farm. 

Formerly owned by Canada Lands Corporation (CLC). Now owned by the 
Upton Farm Trust Inc. 

Shares boundary lines with the new Prince Edward Home and Beach 
Grove to the south, and the Hurry Road to the North.  

Managed by a Board of Directors-The Upton Farm Trust Inc.



How did we get here? 

2006- The Upton Farm Preservation Network (UFPN) was created in order to have this 
land preserved as green space for all Islanders. 

2007- With over 2000 signatures on a petition, a meeting at City Hall, and a Town Hall 
hosted by MLA Wes MacAleer, MP Shaun Murphy called for a moratorium on 
development. 

2008 - CLC, the UFPN, representatives from the City and the Province, began a series of 
meetings facilitated by the Canadian Urban Institute.  Terms and a preferential purchase 
price were negotiated between CLC and UFPN if land remains as green space. 

2009 -An agreement is reached with the Province and CLC to purchase the property and 
proceed with the Biocommons and Prince Edward Home on Upton with the balance 
being preserved as green space.  A memorandum of understanding (MOU) was signed 
between CLC, UFPN and the Province outlining the terms (funding, development, 
financial support, etc).   

2012-Based on the MOU, the Upton Farm was purchased by the Province from CLC on 
the condition that 152 acres be deeded to the Upton Farm Trust (UFT) to own and 
manage as public green-space and be designated under NAPA. In the end, 137 acres 
became the property of the UFT and the Province retained the remainder of the land for 
a Bio Science Park, widening of the Upton Road and a site for the Prince Edward Home 
(approximately 90 acres).



Why the Natural Areas Protection Act?

From the early days, stakeholders determined that designation under the Natural Areas 
Protections Act (NAPA) was the best vehicle for the long term protection of the 
property.   

The Upton Farm Trust believes that 'best practices' can be achieved by combining 
NAPA with our Master Plan. 

Management Guidelines and Restrictive Covenants, under NAPA, will ensure 
continuity in how the property is managed, preserved and enhanced. 

Negotiated exemptions to the NAPA deed will allow for infrastructure improvements by 
the Province and City. 

NAPA guidelines will assist in the thoughtful planning for such things as reforestation, 
conservation and preservation.  Our unique needs have been met via extensive 
consultation with the NAPA-TAC, allowing passive recreational activities to continue 
and expand while staying within the NAPA Restrictive Covenants. 

The reduction in Property Taxes aids in the financial health of the Trust.



The Master Plan

An extensive management plan was requested by the Province. 

Prepared by the firm EKISTICS in Halifax, “to serve as a blueprint to 
guide the evolution of the Farm over the next century.” 

Provides planning and management guidelines for current and 
future boards. 

Allows stakeholders the ability to visualize the Trust’s mandate and 
implementation strategy. 

Indicates the need for such things as improved trails, an off leash 
area, meadow management, riparian zone restoration, 
reestablishing the Acadian Forest and enhancing hedgerows. 



Execution of the Plan

Board of Directors/Committee work 

Volunteer work by Members of the Trust and others 

Local School participation 

City and Provincial participation 

Master Plan 

Grants and general fundraising activities 

Stakeholder consultation



The Board of Directors

‘The Agreement’ signed by the Provincial Government (with certain benefits accruing to the Trust) was attached to 
the transfer. The Provincial Government were allotted two seats on the Board of Trustees, and the City of 
Charlottetown one seat with specifics set out in the by-laws.  There are nine seats on the board.

President-Heidi Hyndman 

Vice President- E Scott Burke 

Secretary- Barb Trainor 

Treasurer- Doug MacDonald 

John MacQuarrie-Province 

Todd Dupuis-Province 

Beth Hoar-City of Charlottetown 

Allan Pendergast 

(vacant seat)













Short Term Priorities 

Tree planting (ongoing) 

Forest and meadow management 

Establish and improve trails 

Off leash dog area 

Installation of benches 

CRA Charitable Status (in process) 

Fundraising  

Entrance to Charlottetown



Welcome Signage 
Directional Signage 
Enhancement of 
landscape 
Tree lined boulevard 
Future Round-About 
Traffic flow improvement 

Entrance to  
Charlottetown





Creation of a 10 acre Confederation Forest -  PEI 2014, Macphail Woods Ecological 

Forestry Project 

Provincial Hedgerow and Buffer Zone Planting Program 

Hurry Road planting  

Charlottetown Business Challenge – City of Charlottetown, McInnis Cooper, Bevan 

Brothers Limited, Arsenault Best Cameron Ellis 

English and French School Boards (field trips/tree planting) 

Trees planted to date: 

2012 – 1140 trees planted 

2013 – 339 tree planted 

2014 – 1952 trees, shrubs wildflower and ferns planted   

2015 – 301 native trees planted (+ school planting to happen in the fall of 2015) 

 Total:  @4000  

Projects and Partnerships  



Benefits to the Province

Contributes to the mental and physical well-being of Islanders through promotion of passive 
recreation in a natural environment. 

Provides an enhanced visual entrance to the City. 

Provides a recreation destination for both locals and tourists, delivering access to the waterway, 
hiking and skiing trails, off leash dog area and other activities.  

A convenient outdoor learning opportunity (history, biology, environment, wildlife, forestry,etc) 
for local schools/Colleges/Universities. 

Participation in watershed management along the North River. 

Promotion and enhancement of wildlife habitat and reestablishment of an Acadian forest within 
the City. 

A nature preserve within the population centre of the Island. 

In short, PEI gets a large, diversified nature park without management responsibilities.




